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AMPHITHEATER PUBLIC SCHOOLS RECOGNIZED NATIONALLY 

FOR GREEN POWER LEADERSHIP 

 
TUCSON, Ariz. – Amphitheater Public Schools announced today that it has received a 2017 Green Power 
Leadership Award from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). EPA’s annual Green Power Leadership 
Awards recognize America’s leading green power users for their commitment and contribution to helping 
advance the development of the nation’s voluntary green power market. EPA presented Amphitheater Public 
Schools with an award for Direct Project Engagement at the 2017 Renewable Energy Markets Conference in New 
York, New York on October 23, 2017. 
 
Amphitheater Public Schools was one of only eight organizations nationwide to receive a Leadership Award for 
direct project engagement. The program recognizes EPA Green Power Partners that distinguish themselves 
through direct project engagement with on- and off-site projects using a variety of financing structures to access 
renewable energy certificate (REC)-based green power. Amphitheater Public Schools is currently generating more 
than 16 million kilowatt-hours (kWh) of green power annually from solar energy systems, which is enough green 
power to meet 65 percent of its electricity use.   
 
“We are proud to receive this prestigious award from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,” said Mr. James 
Burns, Executive Manager of Operational Support. “By making the choice to use clean, renewable energy, our 
organization becomes more sustainable, while also demonstrating that using green power is a sound business 
decision and an important tool in reducing one’s carbon footprint.”  
 
Other organizations recognized with Amphitheater Public Schools in the “Direct Project Engagement” category 
include: Apple Inc.; Intel Corporation; Iron Mountain Information Management, LLC; Lockheed Martin 
Corporation; Stanford University; University of Missouri; and Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority. 
 
“As a public school district with a focus on STEM-education, we are excited about the real-world laboratory for 
learning this solar power system provides. By creating such a visible solar energy project at 23 sites, we are 
demonstrating the viability of clean energy resources to our students, employees, and community,” said 
Superintendent Todd A. Jaeger, J.D. 
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In addition, Amphitheater Public Schools ranks as No. 4 on EPA’s Top 30 K-12 list and No. 22 on the Top 30 On-site 
list. Each list highlights EPA Green Power Partners using the most renewable energy annually as of July 2017. EPA 
updates its Top Partner Rankings quarterly at www.epa.gov/greenpower/green-power-partnership-top-partner-
rankings. 

 
Green power is electricity that is generated from environmentally preferable renewable resources, such as wind, 
solar, geothermal, biogas, biomass, and low-impact hydro. Using green power helps accelerate the development 
of those sources in the United States and advance the American green power market.  
 
According to the EPA, Amphitheater's current green power use of more than 16 million kWh is equivalent to the 
electricity use of nearly 1,500 average American homes annually. 
 
About Amphitheater Public Schools 
Named for the five chains of mountains that surround the city of Tucson like a “beautiful natural amphitheater,” 
Amphitheater Public Schools has a long history of excellence dating back to 1893. Today, the District consists of 21 
campuses and nearly 14,000 students. Amphitheater Public Schools offer a demanding and rigorous curriculum, 
including instruction in fine arts and physical education at all grade levels. Our students develop the skills 
necessary for success in higher education, as well as in today’s workplace, including creativity and innovation, 
critical thinking, communication and collaboration. Learn more at www.amphi.com or follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram at @AmphiSchools. 
 
About EPA’s Green Power Partnership 
The Green Power Partnership is a voluntary program that helps increase green power use among U.S. 
organizations to advance the American market for green power and development of those sources as a way to 
reduce air pollution and other environmental impacts associated with electricity use. The Partnership currently 
has more than 1,400 Partners voluntarily using more than 43 billion kilowatt-hours of green power annually. 
Partners include a wide variety of leading organizations such as Fortune 500® companies; small and medium sized 
businesses; local, state, and federal governments; and colleges and universities. For additional information, please 
visit www.epa.gov/greenpower.  
 
About the Green Power Leadership Awards 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) co-sponsors the annual Green Power Leadership Awards with 
the Center for Resource Solutions. EPA recognizes winners in the following awards categories: Green Power 
Partner of the Year; Sustained Excellence in Green Power; Direct Project Engagement; Excellence in Green Power 
Use; and Green Power Community of the Year. This program recognizes the exceptional achievement among EPA 
Green Power Partners who distinguish themselves through green power procurement, market leadership, overall 
green power strategy, and overall impact on the green power market. The ceremony takes place at the 
Renewable Energy Markets Conference. This year’s 19 recipients are using more than 13.4 billion kWh of green 
power—enough to power more than 1.2 million average American homes for a year. For additional information 
please visit www.epa.gov/greenpower/green-power-leadership-awards.  
 
A list of all Green Power Leadership Award winners and a presentation video is available at: 
www.greenpowerleadershipawards.com. 
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